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“This Colin is phenomenally hard working, has a colossal intellect,
good judgment and is a true team player” -The Legal 500, 2024
Colin’s practice spans public law, environmental, personal injury and employment law matters. He has a
particular interest in cross-border issues arising in these fields. 

He has been appointed to the Attorney General’s A Panel of counsel and has extensive experience of acting
for claimants and defendants in the higher courts in civil and public law matters. 

Colin has interest in information law as well as acting in appeals concerning decision of the Information
Commissioner. He has provided expert evidence on UK data information law in the context of foreign
proceedings and has had conduct of a series of matters in the International Labour Organization Tribunal,
Geneva.

More recently, Colin acted in a series of Country Guidance determinations in the Upper Tribunal
(Immigration and Asylum Chamber) concerning Sudan, Iran, Albania and Iraq, and an inquest concerning
the impact of air pollution, and a lead appeal concerning the deployment of fraud in the context of secure
English language tests. 

Colin is a co-author of Doherty’s Accidents Abroad: International Personal Injury Claims and completed a
Pegasus Scholarship at the European Court of Human Rights.

Areas of expertise

Colin acted in a series of actions concerning the Habitats Regulations, and has a particular interest in
regulatory and civil actions concerning pollution.

Cases of note

Public Law

Environmental Law

Personal Injury

Environmental Law

Inquest Touching the Death of Ella Roberta Adoo Kissi Debrah  - Colin acted as junior
counsel for the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Department for
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tel:+44%20(0)20%207832%201111


“A conscientious barrister who is understated but produces the highest-quality work.” Chambers and
Partners 2022

“His knowledge of German and of European civil law generally is particularly helpful.” The Legal 500 2022

“He is an excellent advocate; always good in court and in conference.” The Legal 500, 2021

“An exceptionally bright and thoughtful specialist.” The Legal 500, 2021

“Hardworking and reliable, a clear thinker with extremely good legal knowledge.” The Legal 500, 2020

“An extremely reliable and hardworking senior junior, who provides sound tactical sense and great client
skills.” The Legal 500 2018

Education

Scholarships and Prizes

Transport (DfT) and Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC).
Media

R (RSPB) v Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs  [2015] EWCA
Civ 227- Judicial review of the decision of the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs to direct Natural England to give BAE Systems consent for the culling of lesser black-
backed gulls and further measures.
Judgment

Edwards v Environment Agency and ors [2008] UKHL 22  - The House of Lords considered a
challenge to the issue of a permit for the operations in conjunction with the Rugby cement works.
Judgment

Akester & anr v Defra & Wightlink  [2010] EWHC 232 (Admin), [2010] Env LR 33  -
Challenge to permits granted by Wightlink concerning the operation of ferries on routes between the
mainland and the Isle of Wight. 
Judgment

Recommendations

Memberships

Administrative Law Bar Association

UK Environmental Law Association 

Qualifications

LLB (University of Reading) 

MJur (European and Comparative Law) Oxon 

1999 Eldon Scholarship, University of Oxford

Queen Mother’s Scholarship, Middle Temple

Pegasus Scholarship, Inner Temple

Appointments

Pupil Master

Appointed to the Attorney General’s A Panel of Counsel in 2015.

https://www.innersouthlondoncoroner.org.uk/news/2020/nov/inquest-touching-the-death-of-ella-roberta-adoo-kissi-debrah
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2015/227.html
https://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKHL/2008/22.html
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2010/232.html
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Reappointed to the Attorney General’s A Panel of Counsel 2020.

Languages

Bilingual English and German

Working knowledge of French
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